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RULE FOURTEEN—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

PART ONE—Public Records 

14.1—Legislative Records 

There shall be available for public inspection, whether maintained in 
Tallahassee or in a district office, the papers and records developed and 
received in connection with official legislative business, except as provided in 
s. 11.0431, Florida Statutes, or other provision of law. Any person who is 
denied access to a legislative record and who believes that he or she is 
wrongfully being denied such access may appeal to the Speaker the decision to 
deny access. 

14.2—Legislative Records; Maintenance, Control, Destruction, Disposal, and 
Disposition 

 (a)  Records that are required to be created by these rules or that are of 
vital, permanent, or archival value shall be maintained in a safe location that is 
easily accessible for convenient use. No such record need be maintained if the 
substance of the record is published or retained in another form or location. 
Whenever necessary, but no more often than annually or less often than 
biennially, records required to be maintained may be archived. 
 (b)  Other records that are no longer needed for any purpose and that do 
not have sufficient administrative, legal, or fiscal significance to warrant their 
retention shall be disposed of systematically. 
 (c)(1)  The administrative assistant for each existing council or 
committee shall ensure compliance with this rule for all records created or 
received by the council or committee or for a former council or committee 
whose jurisdiction has been assigned to the council or committee. 
 (2)  The Speaker, the Speaker pro tempore, the Minority Leader, the 
Majority Leader, and the Sergeant at Arms shall ensure compliance with this 
rule for all records created or received by their respective offices and their 
predecessors in office. 
 (3)  Each member shall ensure compliance with this rule for all records 
created or received by the member or the member's district office. 
 (4)  The director of an ancillary House office shall ensure compliance 
with this rule for all records created or received by the director's office. 
 (5)  The Clerk shall ensure compliance with this rule for all other 
records created or received by the House of Representatives. 
 (d)  If a council, committee, or office is not continued in existence, the 
records of such council, committee, or office shall be forwarded to the council, 
committee, or office assuming the jurisdiction or responsibility of the former 
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council, committee, or office, if any. Otherwise, such records shall be 
forwarded to the Clerk. 
 (e)  The Clerk shall establish a schedule of reasonable and appropriate 
fees for copies of legislative records and documents. 

PART TWO—Distribution of Documents; Display of Signs 

14.3—Distribution of Documents 

Documents required by these rules to be printed or published may be produced 
and distributed on paper or in electronic form. 

14.4—Display of Signs, Placards, and the Like 

Signs, placards, or other objects of similar nature shall be permitted in the 
rooms, lobby, galleries, or Chamber of the House only upon approval of the 
Chair of the Rules & Calendar Council. 

PART THREE—House Seal 

14.5—House Seal 

 (a)  REQUIREMENT. There shall be an official seal of the House of 
Representatives. The seal shall be used only by or on behalf of a member or 
officer of the House in conjunction with his or her official duties or when 
specifically authorized in writing by the Chair of the Rules & Calendar 
Council. 
 (b)  CONFIGURATION. The seal shall be a circle having in the center 
thereof a view of the sun's rays over a highland in the distance, a sabal palmetto 
palm tree, a steamboat on the water, and a Native American female scattering 
flowers in the foreground, encircled by the words "House of Representatives." 
 (c)  USE. Unless a written exception is otherwise granted by the Chair 
of the Rules & Calendar Council: 
 (1)  Material carrying the official seal shall be used only by a member, 
officer, or employee of the House or other persons employed or retained by the 
House. 
 (2)  The use, printing, publication, or manufacture of the seal, or items 
or materials bearing the seal or a facsimile of the seal, shall be limited to 
official business of the House or official legislative business. 
 (d)  CUSTODIAN. The Clerk shall be the custodian of the official seal. 




