STATE OF FLORIDA

COMMISSION ON ETHICS
P. 0. DRAWER 15709, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32317-5709

COMPLAINT Cwﬁ'ﬁg gé"cgf&gmcs

JUN 29 7009
1. PERSON BRINGING COMPLAINT:
Name: Jose Blas Lorenzo, Jr., Esq., Ph.D. Telephone Number:
Address: 1814 Newman Lane
City: Tallahassee Coun ty: Leon Zip Code: 32312

2. PERSON AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT IS BROUGHT:
Current or former public officer, public employee, candidate, or lobbyist - please use one complaint form
for each person you wish to complain against:

Name: Alex Sink Telephone Number:
Address: P.O. Box 219
City: Thonotosassa _ County: Hillsborough Zip Code: 33592

Title of office or position held or sought: State of Florida Chief Financial Officer

3. STATEMENT OF FACTS:

Please explain your complaint fully, either on the reverse side of this form or on additional sheets,
providing a detailed description of the facts and the actions of the person named above. Include relevant
dates and the names and addresses of persons whom you believe may be witnesses. If you believe that a
particular provision of Article I, Section 8, Florida Constitution (the Sunshine Amendment) or of Part
III, Chapter 112, Florida Statutes (the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees) has been
violated, please state the specific section(s). Please do not attach copies of lengthy documents; if they are
relevant, your description of them will suffice. Also, please do not submit video tapes or audio tapes.

4. OATH STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF L EON

Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me
I, the person bringing this complaint, do  this ___RX 72 day of JUNE
depose on oath or affirmation and say that 20 09 . by _S0S€E peAdS loegvzo 32
the facts set forth in the foregoing complaint (name ofjperson making statement)
and attachments thereto are true and correct @’w.ﬂ/\_‘
to the best of my knowledge and belief, (Signature 6f Notary I?u,l)lic - State of Florida)

Pyan TAMES
{Print, Type, or Sta{mp Commissioned Name of Notary Public)

4 M%@ﬁf . Personally Known__ OR Produced Identification "/
Z 2 Type of Identification Produced:

SIGNATUKE OF CQMPYAINANT e
FL di

CE FORM 50—EFF. 4/2008

e, RYAN JAMES
£ g8 Ta MY COMMISSION # DD 673840

o ] EXPIRES: May 14, 2011
AL Ra  Londed Thau Nolary Public Undoruriters




NOTICE OF COMPLAINT

SUBEJCT:

Personal use of state plane for non-state business by Alex Sink, Chief
Financial Officer (CFO) for the State of Florida (hereinafter “Alex Sink” or

“CFO“)
SUMMARY:

On multiple occasions Alex Sink has used her position as the Florida CFO to
arrange for state planes to fly her husband and son on personal trips to and from family
homes in Tampa and Tallahassee at the expense of Florida taxpayers.

On at least one occasion, the state’s CFO, flew the state plane on the first leg of a
flight with a destination for a vacation to the Bahamas. These flights are illegal as they
are contrary to Section 287.17, Florida Statutes; as they also constitute misuse of public
position for personal gain under Section 112.313(6), Florida Statute, i.e., Florida s
Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees.

The following are the noted travel by Alex Sink in violation of the Florida law.

A.  April 4,2007 - Alex Sink used state plane as Florida’s CFO to fly her
husband Bill McBride from Miami to the Sink-McBride residence in Tampa,

Florida

On April 4, 2007, the State of Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink used the State of Florida
aircraft to fly her and her husband Bill McBride from Miami to Tampa for the purposes
of dropping her husband off in Tampa where Sink and McBride own a home, before the
state’s CFO resumed her flight to Tallahassee once husband was off the state plane. See
State of Florida Flight Records. (Attachment “A”)

The state records do not reflect that Alex Sink, as CFO conducted any state
business while the plane was on the ground in Tampa for approximately the 15 minutes
it took for her husband to get off the state plane. See Alex Sink’s CFO official schedule
(Attachment “B”)



B. June 13, 2007 - Alex Sink used state plane as Florida’s CFO to fly her son
Bert McBride from Tampa to Tallahassee

On June 13, 2007, the State of Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink used the State of Florida
aircraft to fly her and her staff from Orlando to Tampa where on the stop in Tampa, the
CFO picked up her son Bert McBride, before the state’s CFO resumed her flight to
Tallahassee with son on board the state plane . See State of Florida Flight Records.

(Attachment “C”)
State records do not reflect that Alex Sink as the state’s CFO conducted any state

business in Tampa while the plane was on the ground for approximately the 10 minutes
that it took her son to board the state plane. Furthermore, the CFO’s official schedule

for June 13, 2007 includes the following entry:

“1:30pm - 3:30pm Depart for FBO -- Wheels up for Tallahassee
Wheels down in Tally 3:23 pm (stopping in Vandenberg -- pick up
Bert)” See Alex Sink’s CFO official schedule (Attachment “D”)

The Vandenberg private airport is 7.6 miles from the State of Florida’s CFO Sink-

McBride residence in Thonotosassa, Florida.

C. On October 30,2008 - Alex Sink used state plane as Florida’s CFO to fly her
husband Bill McBride from Boca Raton to the Sink-McBride residence in Tampa

On October 30, 2008, the State of Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink used the State of
Florida aircraft to fly her and her husband McBride from Boca Raton to stop in Tampa,
where Alex Sink and Bill McBride own a home, in order to drop her husband off in
Tampa, before the state’s CFO resumed her flight to Tallahassee once her husband got
off the state plane. See State of Florida Flight Records. (Attachment “E”) The CFO,
then flew the State of Florida aircraft to Tallahassee.

State records do not reflect that Alex Sink as the state’s CFO conducted any state
business in Tampa while the plane was on the ground for approximately the 5 minutes
that 1t took her husband to get off the state plane. See Alex Sink’s CFO official
schedule (Attachment “F”)



D. January 9, 2009 - Alex Sink used state plane as Florida’s CFO to fly her
hushand Bill McBride from Tampa to Tallahassee

On January 9, 2009 the State of Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink used the State of
Florida aircraft to fly her and her staff from West Palm Beach to stop in Tampa, where
Alex Sink and Bill McBride own a home, in order to pick up her husband Bill McBride,
before the state’s CFO resumed her flight to Tallahassee once her husband boarded the
plane. See State of Florida Flight Records. (Attachment “G™)

State records do not reflect that Alex Sink as the state’s CFO conducted any state
business in Tampa while the plane was on the ground for approximately the 20 minutes
that it took her husband to board the state plane. See Alex Sink’s CFO official schedule

(Attachment “H”)

E. March 7, 2008 - Alex Sink used state plane as Florida’s CFO to fly her from
Miami to Fort Lauderdale on the first leg of a flight with a destination for a
vacation to the Bahamas

On March 7, 2008 the State of Florida’s CFO, Alex Sink used the State of Florida
aircraft to fly her from Miami to Fort Lauderdale to connect on a commercial flight
with a destination to the Bahamas, where Alex Sink’s husband Bill McBride owns a
condominium. See State of Florida Flight Records. (Attachment “I”)

State records do not reflect that Alex Sink as the state’s CFO conducted any state
business in Fort Lauderdale on March 7, 2008. See Alex Sink’s CFO official schedule

(Attachment “J”)



STATUTORY AUTHORITY

1. Section 287.17, Florida Statutes
“ .. aircraft . . .owned, leased, or operated by any state agency . .. Shall be
available for official state business only. . .” [emphasis added], Section 287.17, F.S.
CFO Alex Sink’s use of the state aircraft to fly her, her husband Bill McBride and
her son Bert to their residence in Tampa, Tallahassee, and the Bahamas, is a clear
violation of sec. 287.17, F.S. because CFO Alex Sink’s use of the state aircraft in those
noted and documented instances were not conducted for official state business.

2. Section 287.175, Florida Statutes

This section states that a violation of sec. 287.17, F.S., “. . . constitutes misuse of
public position as defined in sec. 112.313(6), F.S., i.e., Floridas Code of Ethics for
Public Officers and Employees; and is punishable as provided in sec. 112.317, F.S.”
[emphasis added]

3. Section 112.317, Florida Statutes

This section states “[I]n addition to any criminal penalty or any other civil
penalty involved” violations “may be punished by, one or more of the following:

(a) In the case of a public officer:

1). Impeachment, 2). Removal from office, 3). Suspension from office, 4). Public
censure and reprimand, 5). Forfeiture of no more than one-third salary per month for no
more than 12 months, 6). A civil penalty not to exceed $10,000, 7). Restitution of any
pecuniary benefits received because of the violation committed. The commission may
recommend that the restitution penalty be paid to the agency of which the public officer
was a member or to the General Revenue Fund.”

CONCLUSION

The conduct of the State of Florida’s CFO Alex Sink is in violation of the law
and her conduct constitutes an abusive unauthorized use of state aircraft. It is egregious
for the State’s CFO to engage in such misuse at the expense of the State of Florida’s
* taxpayers when the CFO of the state is responsible for reporting suspected misuse of
state aircraft. See Sec.287.175, F.S. “The Chief Financial Officer shall report incidents
of suspected misusé to the Commission on Ethics . . .” '

I therefore respectfully request that the Florida Commission on Ethics investigate
these matters and enter an appropriate order under Florida Law.
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i 2007

o Thursday, Aprl 05

1:30pm
4:30pm
4:45pm
$:30pm

7:30pm

7:30a_r_n_1:§5pm Alex - dr. appt Tampa

“Mdnday, ‘April 02

~—_ Joe Hill's birthday

Cheryle Birthday

4:30pm Cont, # 9214 Departs Tampa @ 2:35 pm (Arrives
Tallahassee @ 3:40 pm (Reserv. Code: BAVSFY))

4:45pm Andy Benrett (intro Mr. Dudley)

5:00pm Andy Bennett {intro Paula Keyes, Iair)

7:30pm Reception for Speakers " Conversations on Climate
Change" (Governor's Club)

$:30pm Dinner - Climate Change Speakers (Governor's Club}

8:1%am

8:30am Rabert -- Briefing for Clemency Meeting (CFO Office)
8:30am  9:00am Interview for Jim Defede Radio Show (Topicis
clemency) (CFO Office}
9:00am 10:30am Spedial Clemency Board Meeting (Cabinet Meeting
Room)
10:30am 11:00am Dr. Bob Yelverton w/FL OB-GYN Saclety re: NICA
(CFQ Office)
11:00am 11:30am Ed Crapo - Alachua Property Appraiser's Office (CFO
Office)
11:30am 12:00prn Justin Day (300 West Pensacala Street)
12:00pm  1:00pm Lunch w/Dan Sumner
1:00pm  2:00pm Kevin McCarty (CFC Office)
2:00pm  2:30pm Meeting with Ben Watkins-RE: Bond Ratings (PL-11
2:00pm  2:15pm Interview w/WUSF - Tampa (local Tampa NPR} (CFO
2:30pm  4:00pm Menica Refmer - Submerged Lands (CFO office)
4:00pm  4:30pm Rep Hasner (CFQ Office)
4:30pm  5:30pm Irma & Alex

[

. Friday; ABAI0H

“Tuesday, ‘April 03

S:iﬁaﬁl8:3dam‘

Judge Rbbert thén, "Direc‘tort & Chie

f Judge, Division |_

of Administrative Hearings (CFO Office)
9:00am 11:00am Cabinet Meeting -- 11 a.m. Climate Change Workshop
{Cabinet Room (Lower Lobby))
11:00am  2:30pm Climate Change Workshop -- lunch break from 1215
-12:45 (Cabinet Meeting Room)
2:30pm  3:30pm Herb Fillyaw & Donna Velfertsen (CFQ Office)
3:30pm  5:00pm Wheels Up for Varidenberg

- : .
Wednesday, April 04

————o . Robhie - out Annual Leave
9:00am  9:30am Mr, John Hogan & Dr. Nancy Van Vessem - Capital
Health Plan (CFO Office)
9:30am 10:30am Hold - Irma
10:00am 10:30am Graduation ceremeny - 4th Law Enforcement Canine
Academy (Capitol Courtyard)
10:30am 11:00am Marsha re: Commercial Insurance Roundtable (CFO
Office)
11:00am 11:30am Irma
11:30am 12:30pm Lunch
12:30pm  2:30pm Jim, Karen Stanford, Kathy 8aughman McLeod w/Alex
(LL Cenference room)
2:30pm  4:00pm Worker's Compensation Division Staff Meeting (104
Hartman - Tanner will meet yout in the main lobby)
4:00pm  7:00pm Tally to Tampa -- Iv. 5:4S p.m. arr 6:50 p.m.
Continental 9299

L _L_§,am.rga,vl‘f¥m

7:00am  8:00arn Lv. Tampa 7:05 a.m, -- arrive Tally 8:00 a.m.
9:30am 10:00am Lori Lovren, NCCI w/Tom Malda (CFO Office)

10:00am 11:00am Dan Sumner (CFO Office)

11:30am 12:00pm Rep Patronis’ office - Bay County (CFO Office}

12:00pm
2:00pm
3:00pm
3:30pm

1:30pm Lunch w/Richard Swann

3:00pm Hold -BMB

3:30pm Leave office for FBO (Jim, Kathy & BMB with you)

9:30pm Fly to Miami - State Plane - FBA Leadership Dinner @
6:30pm - Introduce the FDIC Chairman Shefla Bair [

7 Sunday, April 08

(IW Marriott - 1109 Brickell Avenue) ‘
f

Alex Sink
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ATTACHMENT B

6/15/2009 2:48 PM






























