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You'd think after 32 years as a professional politician, Bill McCollum's 14th campaign kick-off would be
greeted with a collective yawn.

\Well...not so fast.

It seems there is excitement coming from some quarters -- namely, the narrow special interests and career
politicians who want to keep Tallahassee just the way it is. Apparently, they're welcoming their colleague
Bill McCollum to the race for governor, as evidenced by the message we intercepted below.
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Bill McCollum's 14th Campaign Cake

Happy 14th Run-for-Office, Bill MCol |l um

No matter what anyone el se says, your career as a professional politician and
| obbyi st | ooks 32-years-young to us.

As you announce your 14th run for office (the decades just fly by, don't they?),
we' re renenbering just sonme of the tinmes you were there to put the "special” in
speci al -i nterests.

.« McCol I um has been in professional politics for 32 years, and -- with today's
announcement -- has run for office a whopping 14 tines. MCollunms serial

canpai gning includes two failed statewide bids for U S. Senate.

. "Wthout any apparent sense of irony, US. Rep. Bill MCollum RFla., has
been advocating congressional termlinits ever since he was elected to the
House in 1980." (St. Petersburg Tines, 2/7/97) By the time he left his
seat in the US House, MCol lum had built a twenty-year record of support in
Congress for a 12-year termlimt.

. In his failed 2000 U.S. Senate canpaign, MCollumtouted his close
friendship with Enron's CEO Ken Lay. According to the Center for Responsive
Politics, MCollums biggest single donor in the 2000 el ection cycle was the
Enron Corporation, a Texas-based energy conglonerate. MCollumsaid he'd
been friends with Enron CEO Ken Lay for 20 years, fromwhen Lay lived in
Florida. "W've known each other since | ran for Congress and he supported
me then," McCollumsaid. "This time, he went out and raised early noney for

me fromindividual contributions.” (Mam Herald, 11/3/00)

. Soon after |eaving Congress in 2001, having spent 20 years in Washi ngton,
McCol | um becane a special -interest | obbyist. MCollum earned hundreds- of -
t housands of dollars |obbying for corporate special interests. Lobbyists
interviewed by The Hill newspaper said that MCol |l umwas "consi dered one of
t he biggest prizes" of the 2000 retiring class of congressnen. (The H I,




11/ 29/ 00)

. McCollum Ex-Politicians Lobby Because "W're Fanmiliar with Washington." Ex-

Rep. McCollum said nmany ex-politicians go into |obbying because they know
the business fromthe inside. "W're fanmliar with Washington," he said.
(O lando Sentinel, 7/17/01)

. St. Petersburg Tines Editorial: MCollumlndul gent Toward Speci al
Interests. "He (McCollunm has been conspicuously indul gent toward speci al
interests," said a St. Petersburg Tines editorial in 2000.

Bill McCollum Here's to many nore years practicing politics-as-usual and
preserving the status quo in Tall ahassee!

Cheer s!

Your Friends Who Like Tall ahassee Just the Wy It Is

-HHHH-
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